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Uniqueness of Mid-Life 
(i.e., “Gray Divorce”)



Selection of Counsel 
and Ground Rules



Valuation Issues



Asset Structures and Type



Fiduciary Control



Accessibility, Availability, 
and Illiquidity Issues



Family Paradigms, Emotional 
Meaning of Wealth, and 

Division of Family and Assets



Employing a Team including a 
Wealth Manager, Family Office 

Professionals, Accountant, 
Lawyers, Clinicians, and 

Business Advisors



Strategic Pre-Divorce 
Planning Opportunities



Prenuptial



Postnuptial



Strategic Decanting with Divorce



Decanting with Prenuptials



Trusts & Estates



Corporate



Asset Division in Divorce



Vulnerability of Trusts Versus 
Immunity of Trusts



What the Case Law Teaches Us



Spendthrift Clauses



Ascertainable Standards



Rights of Withdrawal



Asset Protection Trusts



Contact

Lisa M. Cukier | Burns & Levinson
Chair, Fiduciary Litigation | Co-Chair, Private Client
lcukier@burnslev.com | O: 617.345.3471 | C: 617.966.9582

Lisa Cukier concentrates her practice on all aspects of estate and trust litigation, fiduciary 
litigation, probate law, child custody, parentage issues, divorce, planning, and litigation for 
blended families, adoption, guardianship and conservatorship, and elder financial exploitation.
Recognized for her expertise and skill, Lisa is a frequent speaker on the topics of trust and 
estate litigation, estate planning, and family law, including undue influence and financial 
exploitation of elders. She is also a regular contributor to various publications, including Boston 
Spirit Magazine, and a columnist for the Weston Town Crier and Wicked Local Wayland.
Lisa serves as a private adjudicator, Special Master, Guardian ad Litem, and mediator.
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